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These striking criticisms I have quoted to indi-
cate the lowest depth to which British prestige had
sunk since the Munich Settlement of 1938 by
Chamberlain which was given the new vague des-
cription of "appeasement". Many critics think
that Britain was fundamentally wrong in giving.
" the cold shoulder " to Russia at that time. Many
others were convinced that the attempt to arrive at
a pact with Russia, which failed under the cunning
diplomacy of Molotov, was a distinct blow to British
prestige. At all events, Great Britain stood aloof
from Bolshevism, and continuously flirted with
Fascism of Italy, and all the intrigue connected with
the Non-intervention Committee that was dealing
with the Civil War in Spain showed that there was
no sincerity of purpose in regard to all the apparent
opposition to Franco's struggle with the National
Republican Armies of Spain. As regards Germany,
there was no doubt about the open hostility of
Britain to Nazism.
Now, after the commencement of the present
European war, Great Britain stands at the parting
of the ways, having openly declared her intention
to crush Nazism in Germany without saying anything
precise or definite about Communism and Fascism,
No war is declared against Russia although they are
aggressors in Finland. England is afraid to offend
Italy, and Italy is afraid to offend England, whereas
both are indirectly working together for a Fascistkr